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Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

CLO 1: Analyze foundational theories and key concepts of Second Language Acquisition (SLA),

distinguishing between various theoretical perspectives (e.g., Behaviorism, Innatism, Interactionism,

Sociocultural Theory).

CLO 2: Evaluate the impact of individual differences (e.g., motivation, anxiety, learning styles), socio-cultural

factors, and age on second language learning processes.

CLO 3: Apply cognitive principles, interlanguage theories, and research methods to understand and address

common challenges in SLA, such as fossilization.

CLO 4: Design and evaluate instructional activities and teaching methodologies based on prominent SLA

theories for effective language teaching and learning.

CLO 5: Explore the role of technology and diverse global contexts in shaping second language acquisition and

pedagogical practices.



Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs)

This course contributes to the following Program Learning Outcomes:

PLO 1: Foundational Knowledge: Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of core linguistic theories,

concepts, and research methodologies in language studies.

PLO 2: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving: Critically analyze complex issues related to language

acquisition and use, and propose evidence-based solutions.

PLO 3: Application and Design: Apply theoretical knowledge to design, implement, and evaluate practical

solutions in language education and related fields.

PLO 4: Global and Cultural Awareness: Engage with diverse linguistic and cultural perspectives, recognizing

the socio-political implications of language in a globalized world.



CLOs Bloom’s Level PLO 1Foundational
Knowledge

PLO 2Critical
Thinking & Problem
Solving

PLO 3Application &
Design

PLO 4Global &
Cultural AwarenessCLO 1: Analyze

foundational theories
and key concepts of
SLA, distinguishing
theoretical
perspecti es

Analyze (Level 4) ✅ ✅    

CLO 2: Evaluate
impact of individual
differences, socio-
cultural factors, and
age

Evaluate (Level 5) ✅ ✅   ✅

CLO 3: Apply
cognitive principles
and interlanguage
theories to SLA
challenges

Apply (Level 3) ✅ ✅ ✅  

CLO 4: Design and
evaluate instructional
activities based on
SLA theories

Create, Evaluate (L6,
L5)   ✅ ✅  

CLO 5: Explore
technology and global
contexts in SLA

Understand, Analyze
(L2–L4)     ✅ ✅

CLO–PLO Mapping (Based on Bloom's Taxonomy)



Total Marks
Per Credit 50 Marks

3 Credits Course 150 Marks
2 Credits Course 100 Marks

CIE   60%
SEE  40%

Bloom’s Category Tests
Remember 3
Understand 7
Apply 10
Analyze 10
Evaluate 15
Create 15

ASSESSMENT PATTERN
CIE- Continuous Internal Evaluation (90 Marks-60%)
SEE- Semester End Examination (60 Marks-40%)



Bloom’s Category

Marks (out of 45)

Tests

(45)

Assignments

(15)

Quizzes

(10)

External Participation in

Curricular/Co-Curricular

Activities (20)

Remember 3           05

Attendance : 10
 Viva-Voce : 10
 
 

Understand 7       05 05

Apply 10 10  

Analyze 10    

Evaluate 10    

Create 05  



Week Topic Key Concepts/Theories Classroom Activity CLO PLO

1 Introduction to SLA Overview of SLA, SLA vs.
FLA, Key terms

Group discussion:
Compare SLA and FLA;
create a concept map of
key terms.

CLO 1 PLO 1

2 Behaviorism and SLA
Stimulus-Response
Theory, Key Theorist: B.F.
Skinner

Role-play: Teacher and
learner applying stimulus-
response in a mock lesson.

CLO 1 PLO 1

3 Innatism and Universal
Grammar

Noam Chomsky, LAD,
Universal Grammar

Debate: Universal
Grammar vs. Behaviorism
in explaining SLA.

CLO 1 PLO 1

4 Krashen’s Input
Hypothesis

Five Hypotheses (Input,
Affective Filter, Monitor)

Case study: Analyze a
language learners
experience using
Krashen’s hypotheses.

CLO 1, CLO 4 PLO 1, PLO 3



5 AND 6 Affective Factors
in SLA

Motivation,
Anxiety, Attitudes,
Gardner’s Socio-
educational Model

personal affective
factors and reflect
on their impact on
SLA.

CLO 2 PLO 3

7 AND 8 Age and SLA
Critical Period
Hypothesis, Age-
related constraints

Panel discussion:
Younger vs. older
learners in language
acquisition.

CLO 2 PLO 4

9AND 10 Individual
Differences

Learning styles,
Aptitude,
Personality

Self-assessment:
Identify personal
learning style and
how it affects SLA.

CLO 2 PLO 3

11 Bilingualism and
Multilingualism

Cognitive and Social
Aspects of
Multilingualism

Group activity:
Compare
multilingualism
experiences in
different cultures

CLO 2, CLO 3 PLO 2, PLO 4

12 SLA and Technology CALL, Role of
technology in SLA

Workshop: Explore
and evaluate SLA
learning apps or
software.

CLO 3, CLO 5 PLO 3

13 Fossilization in SLA

Causes of
Fossilization,
Selinker’s
Interlanguage
Theory

Case analysis:
Identify fossilized
errors in learner
samples and discuss
solutions

CLO 3 PLO 2



14 Nativist theory
Students will be able to
explain the key ideas of
the Nativist Theory and
identify its role in
language acquisition.

Group discussion: “Is
language inborn?
Discuss with examples
from real children’s
speech development.”

CLO 4, CLO 5 PLO 3

15
NEUROFUNCTION
AND SLA

Students will analyze how
brain structure and
function relate to language
learning and use

Watch a short video on
Broca’s and Wernicke’s
areas; label parts of the
brain in pairs and
discuss their functions.

CLO 3 PLO 2

16
SLA AND
MOTHERESE

Students will evaluate how
simplified speech patterns
help children acquire
language

Role-play: Students take
turns using Motherese to
“teach” a made-up word
to a partner acting as a
baby.

CLO 2, CLO 5 PLO 4

17 Course Wrap-up and
Assessment

Review, Final presentations
or exams

Final project
presentation: Apply SLA
theories to design an
innovative teaching
plan.

CLO 1–5 PLO 1–4



WEEK-1
Introduction to SLA Overview of SLA, SLA vs.

FLA, Key terms

Group discussion:
Compare SLA and FLA;
create a concept map of
key terms.

CLO 1 PLO 1



Introduction to SLA
(Second Language

Acquisition)









































WEEK-2 ehaviorism and SLA
Stimulus-Response
Theory, Key Theorist:
B.F. Skinner

Role-play: Teacher and
learner applying
stimulus-response in a
mock lesson.

CLO 1 PLO 1











































WEEK-3
Innatism and Universal
Grammar

Noam Chomsky, LAD,
Universal Grammar

Debate: Universal
Grammar vs. Behaviorism
in explaining SLA. CLO 1 PLO 1



























WEEK-4
Krashen’s Input
Hypothesis

Five Hypotheses (Input,
Affective Filter, Monitor)

Case study: Analyze a
language learners
experience using
Krashen’s hypotheses.

CLO 1, CLO 4 PLO 1, PLO 3





















5 AND 6 Affective Factors
in SLA

Motivation,
Anxiety, Attitudes,
Gardner’s Socio-
educational Model

personal affective
factors and reflect
on their impact on
SLA.

CLO 2 PLO 3













































WEEK
7 AND 8 Age and SLA

Critical Period
Hypothesis, Age-
related constraints

Panel discussion:
Younger vs. older
learners in language
acquisition.

CLO 2 PLO 4



Age plays a significant role in second language acquisition
(SLA), with younger learners often demonstrating an
advantage in certain areas, particularly in pronunciation and
achieving native-like fluency. However, older learners often
show faster initial progress in learning a new language due
to their existing cognitive and linguistic knowledge. The
"critical period hypothesis" suggests an optimal age range
for language acquisition, typically before puberty, when the
brain is more adaptable to learning new sounds and
grammatical structures. While younger learners may excel in
pronunciation and ultimate attainment, older learners can
still achieve high levels of proficiency with dedication and
effective learning strategies. 



Key aspects of age and second language acquisition:
Critical Period Hypothesis:
This theory suggests that there is an optimal period for language acquisition, often proposed to be
during childhood and adolescence, before the brain's plasticity decreases. 
Brain Plasticity:
The brain's ability to adapt and reorganize itself is thought to be higher in younger learners,
potentially making it easier to acquire new sounds and grammatical structures. 

Early Advantage:
Younger learners may acquire a native-like accent more easily and achieve a higher level of ultimate
attainment, especially in pronunciation, due to the brain's plasticity. 



Faster Initial Progress:
Older learners often show faster initial progress in
language learning due to their more developed
cognitive abilities and existing knowledge of their first
language. 
Motivation and Learning Strategies:
While age is a factor, motivation, learning strategies,
and the learning environment also play crucial roles in
successful SLA. 



Adult Learners:
Adults can still achieve high levels of proficiency in
a second language, but it may require more effort
and focused learning. 
No Absolute Cut-off:
There is no definitive age at which language
learning becomes impossible. Adults can and do
learn new languages effectively, though they may
face different challenges than younger learners. 





































WEEK
9AND 10

Individual
Differences

Learning styles,
Aptitude,
Personality

Self-assessment:
Identify personal
learning style and
how it affects SLA.

CLO 2 PLO 3

































WEEK-11 Bilingualism and
Multilingualism

Cognitive and
Social Aspects of
Multilingualism

Group activity:
Compare
multilingualism
experiences in
different cultures.

CLO 2, CLO 3 PLO 2, PLO 4









































WEEK-12 SLA and
Technology

CALL, Role of
technology in SLA

Workshop: Explore
and evaluate SLA
learning apps or
software.

CLO 3, CLO 5 PLO 3

































WEEK-13 Fossilization in SLA

Causes of
Fossilization,
Selinker’s
Interlanguage
Theory

Case analysis:
Identify fossilized
errors in learner
samples and discuss
solutions.

CLO 3 PLO 2

























































WEEK-14 Nativist theory
Students will be able to
explain the key ideas of
the Nativist Theory and
identify its role in
language acquisition.

Group discussion: “Is
language inborn?
Discuss with examples
from real children’s
speech development.”

CLO 4, CLO 5 PLO 3



Nativist Theory





























WEEK-15 NEUROFUNCTION
AND SLA

Students will analyze how
brain structure and
function relate to
language learning and use

Watch a short video on
Broca’s and Wernicke’s
areas; label parts of
the brain in pairs and
discuss their functions.

CLO 3 PLO 2









































WEEK-16
SLA AND
MOTHERESE

Students will evaluate how
simplified speech patterns
help children acquire
language

Role-play: Students
take turns using
Motherese to “teach” a
made-up word to a
partner acting as a
baby.

CLO 2, CLO 5 PLO 4

































WEEK-17
Course Wrap-up and
Assessment

Review, Final
presentations or exams

Final project
presentation: Apply
SLA theories to design
an innovative teaching
plan.

CLO 1–5 PLO 1–4


